
 The Badges you get when you’re invested. 
 
Symbols are very useful because they can tell you something important.  
When you buy a computer game, you know whether it is for a PC, Xbox, 

Playstation or Wii (and which version of the console it will play on).  They 
also help you to find the toilet and make sure that you use the boys’ or 
the girls’ and don't get them the wrong way round!  

 
The Membership Badge 
 

This is also known as the World Scout badge, and is the 
International symbol of Scouting.  More than 16 million 
young people in Scouting wear this badge in 150 different 

countries around the world.  The badge is white on a purple 
background - the white is for honesty and peace, and the 
purple is for leadership and service. 

 
The rope around the outside is in the shape of a circle which shows the 
family of the Scout Movement around the whole world.  Circles have no 

start or finish, so they can also mean infinity (unending) or eternity 
(forever).  The rope is tied at the bottom in a reef knot, which doesn’t 
come loose even if it is pulled really hard, so it symbolises the strength of 

world Scouting's unity and family. 

The vertical point in the middle is the point of a spear and points up, 
showing North, just like a compass.  Like a compass, the arrow shows us 

the right way to go and when it’s stitched on our uniform, it points up to 
heaven, so we have to do our duty to God. 

On both sides of the arrow are curved leaves that look like the petals of a 

lily flower (Fleur de Lis).  Kings and Queens use the fleur de lis to show 
royalty and lilies are used to show peace. 

The badge has got three tips just like the three main parts of the words 

that we say in our promise: To do our duty to God and to the Queen, to 
help other people and to keep the Cub Scout law. 

In the two petals on either side of the Fleur-de-lis, there are two little 

stars which have both got five points.  The ten points are for the ten parts 
of the old Scout Law. 

• A Scout’s honour is to be trusted (This means being trustworthy) 

• A Scout is loyal 
• A Scout’s duty is to be useful and help others 
• A Scout is a friend to all and a brother to every other scout 

• A Scout is courteous (This means being polite) 



• A Scout is a friend to animals (This means being kind and not cruel) 
• A Scout obeys orders 
• A Scout smiles and whistles (This means always being cheerful) 

• A Scout is thrifty (This means saving money, not wasting it) 
• A Scout is clean in thought and word and deed (This means scouts 

don’t use swear words or say or do bad things)  

The Scout law is a bit shorter now and has only got seven parts to it, but 
it still means all the same things.  The Cub Scout Law is even shorter and 
says: 

 “A Cubs Scout always does his or her best, thinks of others before 
 themselves and does a good turn every day.” 

Avon County Badge 

 
The badge is from the old County Of Avon, which has got 

Bath and Bristol in it. 
 
The badge is a sea-stag, which has got the body of a fish 

and the front legs and head of a Royal stag.  It’s called a 
Royal Stag because it’s got six prongs (tynes) on its antlers.  
The sea-stag is supposed to show the sea near Bristol and 

the old forests that used to be nearby.  Bristol used to be a very 
important sea port where boats used to sail from to Africa and America.  
There also used to be lots of forest around, where Kings of England from 

the olden days like King John and King Henry VIII came on holiday to 
hunt.  The stag has a crown of fleurs-de-lis around its neck, which is the 
same symbol as the scout World Badge.  The blue and white wavy lines 

on the shoulder of the stag are called heraldic fountains.  These are 
supposed to show the rivers and streams nearby, just like Bath Spa. 
 

The District Badge 

 

The Bath District badge is almost the same as the badge you 

see all round the city and at the Rugby ground. 
The circle in the centre shows the city wall, the Mineral 
waters of Bath Spa and the River Avon that comes out under 

Pulteney Bridge.  The sword in the middle belongs to Saint 
Paul, who is one of the patron saints of Bath Abbey. 
 

The circle has got acorns all round the outside.  These are because the 
city of Bath was created by King Bladud who fed his pigs on the acorns off 
the oak trees that grew around here.  That’s where the story of the Bath 

Pigs came from. 
 
On top of the circle is a stone crown.  This is because King Edgar was the 

first king to be crowned the King of all England, in Bath Abbey, in 973 AD. 


